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Hanes gweinyddol / Braslun bywgraffyddol | Administrative history |
Biographical sketch
Nodyn | Note
Saunders Lewis, dramatist, poet, historian and literary critic, was born in Wallasey, Cheshire to a
family of prominent Welsh Calvinistic Methodists. He was educated at a boys's school in Liscard and
at Liverpool University, where he studied English and French. His academic career was interrupted by
the First World War, in which Lewis served with the South Wales Borderers, but he quickly resumed his
studies at the end of the conflict, and, having graduated, worked as librarian in Glamorgan before taking
up a post as lecturer in the Welsh department of the University College of Swansea. In 1925, Lewis was
one of the pioneering figures involved in establishing the National Party of Wales (later known as Plaid
Cymru) and was made President of the fledgeling organisation the following year. Having written about
the Roman Catholic church for a number of years, in 1932 Lewis converted to the faith also practised by
his wife Margaret. In 1936, Lewis, D. J. Williams and Lewis Valentine set fire to the Royal Airforce's
Bombing School in Penyberth on the Lleyn Peninsula, an event which has gone down in the annals of
Welsh history and which earned Lewis imprisonment in Wormwood Scrubs and dismissal from his
lecturing post in Swansea. He was eventually appointed senior lecturer in Welsh at the University of
Cardiff but retired in 1957 to devote his time to writing. Lewis's litarary output is prodigious and he is
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considered by many to be the most important Welsh literary and political figure of the twentieth century;
it is considered that his radio address for 1962, Tynged yr Iaith, was the direct instigating force behind the
establishment of the Welsh language movement Cymdeithas yr Iaith Gymraeg.

Natur a chynnwys | Scope and content
Llungopi o ddau bennill a ysgrifennwyd yn llaw Saunders Lewis mewn copi o'i ddrama Blodeuwedd
yn cyfeirio at Dad y rhoddwr 'Tom' yn chwyrnu. = A photocopy of two verses containing a cheerful
reference to the donor's father 'Tom' snoring written on the endpapers of Saunders Lewis's copy of his
drama Blodeuwedd.

Nodiadau | Notes
Nodiadau teitl | Title notes
Ffynhonnell | Immediate source of acquisition
Yr Athro Thomas Charles-Edwards; Rhydychen; Rhodd; Hydref 2012; 006322096.

Cyfyngiadau ar fynediad | Restrictions on access
Readers consulting modern papers in the National Library of Wales are required to abide by the
conditions set out in information provided when applying for their Readers' Tickets, whereby the
reader shall become responsible for compliance with the Data Protection Act 1998 in relation to any
processing by them of personal data obtained from modern records held at the Library. = Disgwylir i
ddarllenwyr sydd am ddefnyddio papurau modern yn Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru gydymffurfio â
Deddf Gwarchod Data 1998 yng nghyd-destun unrhyw brosesu ganddynt o ddata personol a gasglwyd
o gofnodion modern sydd ar gadw yn y Llyfrgell. Nodir y manylion yn yr wybodaeth a roddir wrth
wneud cais am Docyn Darllen.

Amodau rheoli defnydd | Conditions governing use
Amodau hawlfraint arferol.

Nodiadau eraill | Other notes
•

Statws cyhoeddiad | Publication status: Published
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